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Stephen grew up in the Dominican Republic as the son of missionaries who served in that 
country for over 50 years.  At 18 he came to West Michigan to attend Calvin College.  He 
graduated from Calvin with a degree in education worked as a social worker for Pine Rest 
Christian Hospital, managing a group home for young women struggling with emotional 
problems.  While working at Pine Rest, he attended Calvin Seminary and graduated in 1993 
with a Maters of Divinity.  He moved to Spring Lake and took a position as senior pastor of 
Ferrysburg Community Church.  He served there for ten years.  During that time, he attended 
Grand Valley State University and received a Master’s Degree in Social Work in 2002. 

He and his wife, Janice Esh, purchased and renovated the Bilz house in the Village of Spring 
Lake; turning the upstairs into their personal residence and the downstairs into the office 
space.  They renamed it Isabel’s House, after Isabel Bilz who had lived in the home since the 
1930’s.  They established a psychotherapy practice in the downstairs offices where they share 
space with four other counselors.  Recently they embarked on a long project to renovate the 
outside of the building so that Isabel’s House might continue to be an anchor in the Village’s 
core for the next hundred years. 

Stephen enjoys living in the Village of Spring Lake, especially in the downtown district.  “Most 
everything is at a walkable distance: the post office, the dollar store, the bank, the dry cleaners, 
the library, paddle boarding on the river or the lake...even council meetings are two blocks 
away.  I wouldn’t trade living at Isabel’s House for any place in the world.  And when the time 
comes, we’ll move across Savidge to the new senior apartments which are slated to be built in 
the near future.” 

Stephen has served on Village Council for the last 7.5 years.  He has been a member of the 
Parks and Recreation Committee and the CBDDA.  He has enjoyed this role and feels he has 
gained a lot of experience.  He would like to put this experience to use in the near future if he is 
elected President of Council in the November elections. 


