
Village of Spring Lake 
Council Work Session 

April 11, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

102 West Savidge Street (Upstairs Conference Room) 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 

www.springlakevillage.org 

1 7:00 p.m. – Adopt-a-Garden Program 
 
Ms. Darcy Dye and Dr. Sylvia Ruscett will be in attendance to discuss their 
proposal (attached). 
 

2 7:15 p.m. – Request for Permission to Encroach on Village Property 
 
Mr. Tim Zock, 321 Lakeview Court, would like to pave a parking area on 
Village property (North side of Lakeside Trail, across the street from his 
home).  Historically, the Village has required property owners to remove 
encroachments.  However, Mr. Zock feels as though he has extenuating 
circumstances which Council should consider.  An aerial map is included 
in this packet, but Council is encouraged to view the site in person as there 
are some topographical issues that are not represented on the aerial. 
 

3 7:18 p.m. – Budget Adjustment (Marv Hinga) 
 
Marv will have budget adjustments to share with Council at the meeting. 
 

4 7:23 p.m. – Utility Billing Descriptions (Marv Hinga) 
 
Attached please find proposed information for the back of the water bills.  
Last month, we received a complaint regarding the terminology used on 
the water bill.  Since that time, staff has been working to create a 
document that does a better job explaining the charges.  With the budget 
process underway, now is a great time to evaluate how we categorize 
and/or describe various charges on the bill, so that our customers have a 
better understanding of how their money is being used.   
 

5 7:27 p.m. – Arbor Day Celebration 
 
The Tree Board has recommended that a tree be planted along Lakeside 
Trail, just west of the tree that was planted in honor of Victoria Verplank 
(near the dog park).  The planting ceremony will take place on April 29, 

http://www.springlakevillage.org/


2016 at 9:00 a.m.  Council Members are encouraged to attend, as is the 
general public. 
 

6 7:29 p.m. - Name a Representative to Harbor Transit (to replace Dave) 
 
Dave Bennett served as the Council Liaison to Harbor Transit.  Village 
Manager Chris Burns missed the last HT meeting due to the MML Capital 
Conference and it came to light that a replacement for Dave has not 
taken place.   
 

7 7:30 p.m. – Discussion re: OCSO Contract Renewal 
 
The contract with OCSO automatically renews at the end of this calendar 
year.  Community response to the change has been favorable from day 
one.  Staff has enjoyed a positive working relationship with all members of 
the OCSO and the Police Commission has not expressed any discontent 
since the change.  Staff has compiled several spreadsheets (distributed at 
the meeting) that compare the projected cost of the change versus the 
actual costs.  The numbers demonstrate that Sgt. Kik has done an amazing 
job keeping overtime down, while simultaneously keeping service levels 
(and training opportunities) high. 
 

8 7:35 p.m. – Whistle Stop Playground 
 
The Capital Campaign has commenced with the hope 
of raising $150,000.  Council Member Megan Doss has 
organized an event at the SLCC with potential donors for 
Whistle Stop Playground.  Pictures of the proposed 
project are included in the packet. Also included is Deputy Corey Allard’s 
CPTED analysis of the site, which has also been shared with the Planning 
Commission and the Parks & Recreation Board.   
 
The logo was designed by Council Member Doss’ sister as a contribution to 
the Capital Campaign. 
 

9 7:40 p.m. - Central Park Project Update 
 
Central Avenue is now closed to thru traffic in order to accommodate 
large equipment and for the safety of the general public.  Attached 
please find the construction schedule for the project.  The schedule has 
been communicated to all residents who live on Central Avenue or who 
have property along Savidge that abuts the park.   
 



10 7:45 p.m. – Communications 
• Judgement against property owners of 213 South Street 
• Construction updates  

o Mill Point Station 
o Mill Point Senior Housing 
o Public Safety Building 

• Grysen lawsuit 
• Little Lakers request to use Mill Point Park 

 
7:55 p.m. - Minutes 
 
Minutes of the March 21, 2016 meeting are attached for review.  Should 
you wish to make edits, please share that information with Chris Burns or 
Maryann Fonkert prior to April 14, 2016. 
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Village of Spring Lake
April 2016 Budget Adjustments

Fund Dept. Account Current Proposed Change
218‐000.000‐582.003 Non‐Motorized Pathway Fund General Services Contribution from Spring Lake Township 42,000      32,975    (9,025)     
218‐444.000‐704.000 Non‐Motorized Pathway Fund Sidewalks Socila Security 1,530        1,155      (375)        
208‐444.000‐801.902 Non‐Motorized Pathway Fund Sidewalks Contract Labor ‐            1,950      1,950      
208‐444.000‐910.000 Non‐Motorized Pathway Fund Sidewalks Insurance ‐            900         900         
208‐444.000‐940.000 Non‐Motorized Pathway Fund Sidewalks Equipment Rental/Usage 5,000        15,000    10,000    
208‐444.000‐705.000 Non‐Motorized Pathway Fund Sidewalks Retirement Fund Contribution 1,700        200         (1,500)     
208‐444.000‐975.000 Non‐Motorized Pathway Fund Sidewalks Appropriation to Fund Balance 20,000      ‐          (20,000)   

Adjust current year budget for the Non‐Motorized Pathway Fund Net Change 0

296‐000.000‐818.101 TIFA General Services Transfer to General Fund 0 12,509    12,509    
296‐000.000‐995.500 TIFA General Services Brownfield Loan 12,509      ‐          (12,509)   

Adjust TIFA Fund Budget to cover transfer to General Fund for the annual Brownfield Loan payment. Net Change 0

203‐000.000‐575.100 Local Street Fund Revenue State Shared Gas and Weight Taxes 41,666      64,000    22,334    
203‐451.000‐978.000 Local Street Fund Construction Paving 42,000      63,000    21,000    
203‐000.000‐975.000 Local Street Fund General Services Appropriation to Fund Balance 520           1,854      1,334      

Adjust Local Street Budget for Paving awarded in current fiscal year Net Change 0

207‐000.000‐709.500 Police Fund General Services Retiree Health Insurance 23,000      23,500    500         
207‐000.000‐804.000 Police Fund General Services Legal Fees 8,000        7,250      (750)        
207‐000.000‐956.000 Police Fund General Services Miscellaneous Expense ‐            250         250         

Adjust Police Budget line items Net Change 0

207‐000.000‐677.203 Public Improvement Revenue Central Park Donations 0 300,000 300,000  
207‐000.000‐978.692 Public Improvement General Services Central Park Improvements 0 300,000 300,000  

Adjust current year budget for Central Park construction. Net Change 0
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Memorandum 

To: Spring Lake Village Council 

From: Marvin Hinga,  

Date 04/07/16 

Re: Billing Item Descriptions on Utility Bills 

Currently there six billing items on a Village water/sewer bill. They are: 

Sewer Debt Service, Water Debt Service, Sewer RTS, Water RTS, Sewer Use and 
Water Use.  

These names and rates have been unchanged since 2013.  



BILLING QUESTIONS OR COMPLAINTS 
If you have questions or concerns about your bill, please con‐
tact us prior to the due date so we can help. 
 
You can also contact us for any of the following: 
♦ Enrollment in ACH 
♦ Updating your account information 
♦ Explanation of rates 
 

CONTACT US 
Phone:      616‐842‐1393 
Email:       mary@springlakevillage.org 
Website:     www.springlakevillage.org 
Mail:      102 W. Savidge 
Water/Sewer Emergency: 1‐800‐249‐0911 
 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
You can pay your bill in one of the following ways: 
♦ ACH 
♦ Check 
♦ Cash 
♦ Credit Card ~ On‐line only. We cannot accept credit cards 

at  the  counter.   A  convenience  fee  is added  to all  credit 
card payments. 

 
Payments can be mailed to Village Hall or placed in one of two 
drop boxes (at Village Hall and behind Love, Inc.)  You may also 
pay your bill  in person at Village Hall during normal business 
hours.   The payment must be  received by our office by 5:00 
p.m. on the due date.   
 
The Village assesses a $40 fee  for payments that do not clear 
(i.e. closed account, NSF, etc.) 
 

DISCONNECTION OF SERVICE 
Your bill  is considered delinquent  the day after  the due date.  
Once  it becomes delinquent, a 10% penalty will be added  to 
any past‐due amount. 
 
If your water is disconnected for non‐payment, a fee of $57.90 
will be charged to your account to reconnect the service during 
normal  business  hours  (8:00  a.m.—3:30  p.m.  Monday  thru  
Thursday or 8:00 a.m.—11:00 on Friday).    If  service  is  recon‐
nected  after  hours  or  on  a  weekend  or  holiday,  the  fee  is 
$143.80. 
 

SNOWBIRDS 
Kindly give us a call 24 hours  in advance notice   to turn off or 
turn on your  service.   For  liability  reasons, someone must be 
present when we restore water service. 
 

IMPORTANT 2016 DATES 

Bill mailed        01/15/16 
Bill Due          02/15/16 
Shut‐off Notices Mailed      02/22/16 
Disconnection for Non‐Payment    03/02/16 
 
Bill mailed        04/15/16 
Bill Due          05/15/16 
Shut‐off Notices Mailed      05/22/16 
Disconnection for Non‐Payment    06/01/16 
 
Bill mailed        07/15/16 
Bill Due          08/15/16 
Shut‐off Notices Mailed      08/22/16 
Disconnection for Non‐Payment    09/07/16 
 
Bill mailed        10/15/16 
Bill Due          11/15/16 
Shut‐off Notices Mailed      11/22/16 
Disconnection for Non‐Payment    12/07/16 
 

EXPLANATION OF BILLING TERMS 

Water Use/Sewer Use—Billed in Thousands of Gallons 
 
“A” ‐ Actual read 
 
“E”  ‐ Estimated read 
 
RTS ‐ Readiness To Serve. The “Readiness to Serve Charge” is 
a common fee assessed by municipal utilities to cover basic 
fixed costs associated with providing on‐demand water ser‐
vice  throughout  the  system.  RTS  is  specifically  allocated  to 
cover a percentage of the costs of maintaining and operating 
your water system even when no water is being used. This is 
a  system‐wide  connection  charge  that  applies  even  if  you 
used no water during the billing period. It is called Readiness‐
to‐Serve  because  your  property  is  connected  to  the water 
system and Spring Lake's Water Department is ready to pro‐
vide clean water and  treat waste water  to your property at 
any time. There are certain fixed costs to providing water to 
the community regardless of water consumption,  for exam‐
ple paying for staff time, facilities, water pumps, fleet service 
vehicles, water testing, etc. 
 
LEAKS 
 
The Village does not credit for leaks or wasted water.  If you 
suspect a  leak, contact us and we will help you assess your 
situation.    If  you  have  a  water  or  sewer  emergency  (i.e. 
sewer back‐up or water  line break) during normal business 
hours,  call 842‐1393.    If you have a water or  sewer emer‐
gency after hours, please call 1‐800‐249‐0911.   Central Dis‐
patch will  contact  the  on‐call DPW  employee  and  dispatch 
them to your home or business.   
 

HELPFUL INFORMATION  





                                                                            

                                                           

CPTED Property Survey 
Whistle Stop Playground Renovation 

Spring 2016 
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What Is CPTED? 

“The proper design and effective use of the built environment 
can lead to the reduction in the incidence and fear of crime and 
thereby improve the quality of life.  In other words, if a site is 

laid out well, the likelihood of it being targeted for a crime 
MAY be reduced” 

Crime Prevention though Environmental Design (CPTED) is a 
common pro-active practice used worldwide by Law Enforcement, 
Architects, land developers, and communities to deter the opportunities 
for criminal behavior. This is done by maximizing the opportunity of the 
public’s natural surveillance to keep more eyes on the street. Proper 
lighting, landscaping, and maintenance are key factors to maintain a 
safer property.  

Disclaimer 
Deputies from the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office provide this CPTED 
audit. The recommendations provided are strictly suggestions to help 
reduce the chances of a crime being committed against the property.  The 
Ottawa County Sheriff’s Department, Village of Spring Lake, and their 
employee’s conducting the audit are not responsible for any crime 
committed against the property, any persons associated to the property, or 
any incidents which may occur after the audit. This security survey has 
been conducted as a public service. This survey is intended to assist you in 
improving the overall level of security only.  It is not intended to imply the 
existing security measures, or proposed security measures are absolute or 
perfect. 

 ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION OR RETROFITS SHOULD COMPLY WITH 
EXISTING BUILDING CODES, ZONING LAWS AND FIRE CODES. LICENCES AND 
VARIANCES SHOULD BE OBTAINED AND INSPECTIONS SHOULD BE 
CONDUCTED BY THE APPROPRIATE AGENCY.  
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   CPTED Auditor – Deputy Corey Allard 

 

Deputy Allard was a member of the Spring Lake / Ferrysburg 
Police Department for 15 years before joining the Ottawa 
County Sheriff’s Office in July 2014. He continues to serve the 
Village of Spring Lake and City of Ferrysburg as a member of 
the community policing unit. Dep. Allard received CPTED 
training and became a certified CPTED specialist in the Fall of 
2015. 

 

Contact Information: 

  Dep. Corey Allard 

  Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office 

  12220 Fillmore St., West Olive, MI 49460 

  (616)738-4000 Ext. 3147 

  E-mail: callard@miottawa.org 
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Site Context 

 

 

 

           

Whistlestop playground is located behind the Admiral Gas 
station at 315 W. Savidge St. and a three-unit commercial 
building to the East of the Admiral, and contains a section of the 
North Bank bike path which runs through the property. The 
playground is North of Savidge St., which is the main 
thoroughfare through the Village of Spring Lake, and is 
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bordered to the West by N. Park St, and to the East by N. 
Division St. Residential housing surrounds the property to the 
North, while Gas stations, Restaurants, Banks, Retail, and other 
commercial business make up the Downtown Central Business 
District to the South.   

 

Crime Data Overview: From Jan. 1, 2010 to Dec.31,  2015 

Whistlestop Playground does not have its own address to use to 
compile crime data, so the Admiral Gas Station that it is situated 
behind at 315 W. Savidge St. was used to get an idea of nearby 
incidents during the past 5 year period. The incidents listed 
below are a representation of the total that occurred, and does 
not include every single incident that took place. The incidents 
listed may have also not actually occurred on Admiral’s 
property, but their address is often used for incidents that 
actually occurred on W. Savidge St., such as the traffic crashes 
and arrests made from traffic stops that occurred in the area near 
the business.  

Total Number of Incidents – 213  

• Motorist Assists – 3 
• Non-Injury Crashes – 9 
• Injury Involved Crashes – 2 
• Assist General Public – 9 
• Civil complaints – 31 
• Fail to Pay – 77 

5 
 



• Lost & Found Property – 6 
• Operating While Intoxicated – 4 
• Disturbance – 3 
• Fraud – 4 
• Suspicious Incidents – 9 
• Traffic – 15 
• Trespass – 2 
 

In summary, the majority of criminal complaints are failing to 
pay for gasoline and civil complaints. These fail to pays are 
often not intentional and usually involve attempts to pay at 
the pump with a credit card, however the transaction does not 
go through. When this happens, some of the calls get changed 
to civil matters, meaning no criminal intent was present to 
steal the gas, and the others are just left as fail to pays even 
though the circumstances were the same and there was again 
no intent to steal.  
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Natural Surveillance:           

     Natural Surveillance is one of the key components to deter criminal 
activity. Natural Surveillance is the users, visitors, and passerby’s ability 
to see all areas of the property. The theory is that if there are fewer 
hiding spots for criminals, they are less likely to target the area.  

       

 

 

Current Condition of Natural Surveillance: 
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Whistlestop Playground is located behind commercial buildings 
on Savidge St., and residential homes on Liberty St. Because of 
this, there is not much visibility of the playground from the 
surrounding buildings, and the only real surveillance comes 
from the pedestrians that use the sidewalks along N. Division 
and N. Park streets, or those using the bike path through the 
property. 

 

 

Recommendations for better Natural 
Surveillance –  
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In order to obtain additional surveillance, it is important to bring 
other people into the area who are not there to use the 
playground. This can be accomplished with the addition of more 
benches or picnic tables, or similar mixed use equipment that 
would bring other users into the area.  
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Current Maintenance Condition: 
   

    It is imperative that CPTED features be properly maintained. 
This helps to prevent reduced visibility due to overgrown plants, 
and inoperable or poorly working security lights. Poor 
maintenance provides an expression that the owner may not be 
concerned or pay attention. Proper maintenance is another way 
to show we are watching, we are vigilant, and we do care.  

    

 
 

The property overall is well maintained. Grass is mowed and 
trees and shrubs are kept trimmed, and the removal of the old 
decaying wooden playground structure and planned addition of 
brand new equipment, further support that the Village of Spring 
Lake is committed to keeping the area nice for generations to 
come.  
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Maintenance Recommendations:  
 

 
 

 

There is some damage to a section of the fence, as well as a light 
fixture that appears inoperable and is within the surrounding tree 
canopies, that could use repair or removal to further the 
appearance of the park. Proper upkeep and continued 
maintenance of the property will affirm to the public that the 
Village of Spring Lake takes pride in this property and wishes to 
keep it nice for all to use. 
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   CPTED principles recommend following the 3ft – 6ft rule 
minimum in relation to landscaping. But the optimal standards 
are 2ft – 8ft. This means maintaining foliage no taller than 2 or 3 
feet high, and trees or larger plants at least 6 or 8 feet off the 
ground. This prevents an average sized person from hiding in or 
behind landscaping.   

  

Maintenance Recommendations Continued 
 

All of the trees and landscaping on the property are maintained 
using the above CPTED standards except for one large 
evergreen tree on near the property line near N. Division St. 
This tree is growing from the ground up and as such provides an 
ambush point should someone choose to use it for that purpose. 
It would be recommended that the tree be trimmed a  
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 minimum of 6 feet above the ground to eliminate this ambush  

 point. 
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Natural Access Control 

 & Territorial Reinforcement: 
 

     Natural Access Control is meant to control or limit the 
opportunity for crime by clearly defining the differences 
between public and private spaces. By selectively placing 
entrances and exits, fences, lighting, and landscaping, you can 
limit access, or control the flow of people to better manage this 
concept. Denying access to crime targets can deter criminal 
activity by creating a perceptual risk to offenders. Proper 
Natural Access Control can reduce the need for expensive 
security equipment.  

    A fence to maintain access control and territorial 
reinforcement; while still allowing proper natural surveillance is 
optimal under CPTED principles.  

  
• Open design, to function as a barrier or property hardening tool; while still 

maintaining natural surveillance and desired look. Examples include 
wooden, cast iron, or chain link materials, but are not limited to these. There 
are many types available to fit your budget and plan.  
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Current Fencing & Natural Access Control 
 

 

 
 

 

The property has privacy fencing along the North and South 
sides of the property which helps define the territory and offers 
some separation from the adjoining properties. And, although 
the fence is designed as a privacy fence, you are still able to see 
through this fence, which makes it acceptable under CPTED 
standards.  
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Fencing and Access Control Recommendations 
 

 
 

 

There is one area on the South side of the property where there 
is an opening between the fence and the commercial building. If 
the fence could be extended to the building, it would help 
maintain access to only the ends of the property. This would 
improve the overall appearance or the area, as well as help 
eliminate an escape route should a crime occur at one of the 
commercial businesses on Savidge St. A locking gate could also 
be used if access to the property is needed by occupants of the 
commercial buildings. 
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Illumination  
         Proper lighting is also a key component to a safer 
property. With proper lighting, those using the property often 
feel safer and more secure as they are able to observe their 
surroundings and respond to potential threats.  

White light sources such as Metal Halide and LED fixtures are 
also preferred over the yellowish light cast by low and high 
pressure sodium fixtures, as white light sources help produce 
true color rendition. This is useful should an incident occur, as 
witnesses will be able to describe clothing, skin, or vehicle 
colors more accurately.  

 

CPTED also follows light pollution principles. This means 
lighting in general should be directed downward, toward the 
area needing the light. Less light is then wasted and it also 
lessens the light pollution issues of modern urban areas. For this 
reason, full cut-off light fixtures that direct light downward are 
preferred. 
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Illumination continued 
 

Glare should also be controlled and minimized as it can make 
areas near or underneath the glare difficult to see, as shown in 
the person standing in the gate in the photo below. Glare also 
wastes light and produces light pollution since its light is not 
directed downward. 
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   LED lighting is also becoming more and more affordable and 
better utilized in commercial use. LED Parking lot poles may 
cost more upfront, but they last much longer and use less energy 
than most other modern lighting.  

 

             
 

   As seen in the photo above, LED lighting is used on the left in 
this example. The light casted is more white which again creates 
true color rendition to suspects or vehicles.  LED lighting also 
produces less glare in general as well.  
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Illumination Current 
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Whistlestop playground is currently illuminated by one Village- 
owned decorative light pole, as well as 2 wall mounted lights on 
the rear of the commercial building. There is also a Village light 
pole in the center of the property that was not illuminated at the 
time of this photo and does not appear to be in use. 

 

Overall the property is well lit, but the Village lights cast light in 
all directions, including into the adjoining residential properties. 
The wall packs have somewhat of a downward design, but they 
too send light into adjoining properties, and both types of light 
used here also produce a lot of glare.  

 

Illumination Recommendations 
It would be recommended that the centrally located Village light 
fixture that is not currently being used, be replaced with a taller 
light pole with a double-head, full cut-off  LED fixture, as in the 
examples on the following page. The use of this type of fixture 
installed at the proper height and casting light in accordance to 
Illuminating Engineering Society(IES) or equivalent standard,  
would likely provide enough illumination to light the entire area, 
and the floodlight fixtures on the back of the commercial 
building would likely no longer be need to be used.  
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Traffic Calming     
  

CPTED defines traffic calming as: 

“Traffic Calming is the combination of mainly physical 
measures that reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, 
alter driver behavior, and improve conditions for non-motorized 
street users.” 

 

Objectives of Traffic Calming: 

• Encourage safe vehicle speeds 
• Reduce collision frequency and severity 
• Increase the safety and the perception of safety for non-

motorized users of the street 
• Reduce the need for police enforcement 
• Enhance the street environment 
• Increase access for all modes of transportation 

 

This can be accomplished through the use of barriers, signs, 
speed humps, curb bump outs, textured pavements, raised 
crosswalks, and traffic circles, among others, with the goals of 
“Increasing the quality of life, incorporating the preferences and 
requirements of the people using the area, and to create safe and 
attractive streets.” 
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Traffic Calming Current    
 

There are pedestrian crosswalks on both the West side of 
Whistlestop Park on N. Park St., and to the East side on N. 
Division St.  

                                    N. Division St. 

 
                                     

    

 
                                          N. Park St. 
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Traffic Calming Recommendations 
 

 Both crosswalks consist of lines painted on the ground and both 
have good signage. The crosswalk on N. Park St. is much more 
out in the open and usually has less vehicles parked near it, 
making it much easier to see. The crosswalk on N. Division St. 
however is usually surrounded by parked vehicles and the 
buildings and houses are closer as well, making this crosswalk 
harder to see to approaching traffic.  Therefore, it would be 
recommended that additional pavement markings be considered 
if possible to warn approaching traffic of the crosswalks. Also, it 
is very important that the crosswalks be maintained, including 
repainting them on a yearly basis if necessary, to make them 
more visible and to stand out. This is especially important if the 
planned senior housing development is built on the corner of N. 
Park / Liberty St., as there may be residents crossing there 
frequently to recreate and relax in the park. 

 

 
Future Traffic Calming Recommendations 
If the roadways are ever repaved, additional enhancements like 
contrasting colored cement or raised brick might also be 
considered if funding allows, as this too will aid in making the 
crosswalks more visible.              
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Wall Mural 
 

One other addition to Whistlestop Park that might enhance the 
area would be the addition of a wall mural on the back of the 
commercial building.  The building has a very textured brick 
surface which might make a mural difficult, however if it is able 
to be done, a mural could be beneficial for the following 
reasons.  

 

Wall Murals are used in CPTED as one way to bring additional 
people and interest into a space that might not otherwise be 
there. Natural surveillance is then improved as there are now 
more people around to deter criminal activity. When actual 
people are not present, murals that include people painted in 
them can still deter crime as it gives the perception that people 
are present and are watching what is happening. This can lead to 
an overall feeling of safety and security to those using the space. 
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       Steubenville, OH 

        
       Steubenville, OH 
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Wall murals also do not have to be expensive. The Village of 
Spring Lake could utilize and recruit local artists to complete the 
mural, and inform them during the process that financial 
compensation is not planned. The Village can keep costs to a 
minimum by paying for the paint and supplies needed, and see if 
there are artists willing to complete the work just to have their 
work recognized. The Village of Spring Lake could also 
consider the purchase a wall plaque or similar sign to further 
recognize the artist for their work.  

Mural ideas might include Spring Lake History, a railroad theme 
to tie in with Whistlestop Park, a Tri Cities Theme that includes 
the Grand Haven Pier and Ferrysburg landmarks, or any other 
idea that ties into the local area and includes people in the mural, 
would make a nice addition to the park and help bring interest to 
the space. 
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CPTED Summary:  
 

 Whistlestop Playground has been a favorite play spot for area 
children for a long time, and the Village of Spring Lake 
continues to take pride in the property.  With a few 
enhancements to lighting, landscaping, maintenance, and the 
addition of new play equipment, Whistlestop Playground will 
continue to provide a safe and secure environment for future 
generations of children for many more years to come.  

 
   

    

                                    
 
 

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING US TO REVIEW YOU PROPERTY. 
FEEL FREE TO CONTACT US AT ANY TIME FOR QUESTIONS OR 
CONCERNS. FOLLOW UP REVIEWS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE BY 
REQUEST. 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Monday March 21, 2016 
7:00 P.M., Barber School 

102 West Exchange Street 
Spring Lake, Michigan 

 
     

1.  Call to Order   
 

2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3.   Roll Call 
 

Present:  Doss, Miller, Nauta, Powers, Tepastte, Van Strate. 
 
Absent: President MacLachlan 
 
Motion by Miller, second from Van Strate, to excuse the absence of President 
MacLachlan. 

 
    Yes: 6  No: 0 
 

4.   Approval of the Agenda 
  

Motion by Doss, second from Miller, to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
    Yes: 6  No: 0 

 
5. Consent Agenda  
 

A. Approved the payment of the bills (checks numbered 57605 - 57693) in the 
amount of $449,078.43.  
 

B. Approved the minutes for the February 15, 2016 regular Council meeting. 
 

C. Approved a preliminary planning and design proposal from Moore & Bruggink 
for 106 S. Buchanan for an amount not to exceed $19,500.00. 

 
D. Approved budget amendments. 
 
E. Approved the release of $153 from the Grand Haven Area Community 

Foundation Summer Concert Endowment Series Fund to the Spring Lake 
Heritage Festival for Thursdays at the Point. 

 



F. Approved a grant agreement with the Grand Haven Area Community 
Foundation for the William H. Young & Dorothy Young Mixer fund for 
$7,074.00 for the Central Park Capital Campaign. 

 
G. Approved a bid from C. David Construction to replace the roof at Lakeside 

Beach for an amount not to exceed $5,750.00. 
 

Motion by Miller, second from Powers, to approve the Consent Agenda. 
 

     Yes:   6  No:   0 
 

6.    General Business 
 

A. 2016 DDA Expansion 
 

Ottawa County was contemplating opting out of the 2016 DDA Expansion.  
A copy of the OC Resolution, which was recommended for adoption by 
their Finance Committee is included with this report.  A Resolution by 
Village Council would provide some assurances to OC that the captured 
taxes would be used in the most responsible and beneficial way possible. 
 
Motion by Doss, second from TePastte, to adopt Resolution 2016-04, a 
resolution outlining the Village’s commitment to the responsible use of 
DDA tax captures. 

 
     Yes:   6  No:   0 

 
B. Manhole Replacement Bids 

 
The manhole located in front of Holmes Elementary was made of brick 
and failing due to age.  Spring Lake Public Schools will be installing a new 
sewer lead into the manhole as part of their construction project.  The 
installation will take place over spring break.  DPW Foreman Ben 
VanHoeven was concerned that the manhole would collapse during the 
process or not too far into the future.  Ben would like to proactively replace 
the manhole as part of the construction process in order to prevent future 
issues and cutting into new asphalt.  Two bids for the project were 
received: 
 
 McCormick Sand, Inc.  $10,842.74 
 Tiles Excavating   $12,850.00 

 
Motion by TePastte, second from Miller, to approve the low bid from 
McCormick Sand, Inc. to replace the manhole for an amount not to exceed 
$10,842.74. 

 



     Yes: 6  No: 0 
 
7. Department Reports 

A. Village Manager 
 

Village Manager Chris Burns requested direction from the Council 
regarding the Health Pointe development that was proposed for Grand 
Haven Township.  Shelleye Yaklin from NOCHS requested written support 
from the communities in NW Ottawa County and had provide a letter to 
Village President Jim MacLachlan.  NOCHS Board Member Gordon 
Gallagher was present to answer Council questions regarding the hospital 
and their position.  Gordon pointed out that he was the representative for 
the Village and the Township and was charged with relaying Council’s 
wishes back to the NOCHS board. Council felt that the hospital was an 
asset to the community and wanted to be supportive NOCH and was 
concerned about the viability of the hospital if Spectrum builds this facility 
as proposed.  However, Council wanted to stop short of telling the Grand 
Haven Township Board how to vote on the zoning issue.  GHT had legal 
Counsel and constituents offering their opinions and were already in a 
position that nobody envied.  Council asked the Village Manager to draft a 
letter of support for the hospital and relay it to Bill Cargo in Grand Haven 
Township. 

 
 

B. Clerk/Treasurer/Finance Director 
C. OCSO 
D. Fire 
E. 911 
F. DPW 
G. Building 
H. Water 
I. Sewer 
J. Minutes from Various Board & Committees 

1.  Parks & Recreation 
2.  DDA 
3.  Historic Conservation Committee 
 

 
8. Old Business and Reports by the Village Council 

 
There was no old business. 

 
9. New Business and Reports by Village Council  

 
None. 
 



10. Status Report:   Village Attorney 
 

There was no report from the Village Attorney. 
 

11. Statement of Citizens 
 

Lee Schuitema, 408 W Exchange, spoke about the NOCH and Spectrum Health 
issue in Grand Haven.  Mr. Schuitema said he was not impressed with 
Spectrum's management system and that they did the same thing in Fremont 
and Ludington which made it impossible for the local hospital to survive.  Mr. 
Schuitema felt this was not just a zoning issue but a NW Ottawa County issue.  
Mr. Schuitema said he thought the community should back NOCH and that they 
deserved the support.   
 

12. Adjournment  
 

Motion by Van Strate, second from Doss, Village Council adjourned the meeting 
at 7:33 p.m. 
 
    Yes: 6  No: 0 

 
 

  ______________________________   
  Steven Nauta, President Pro-Tem 

 
 
______________________________ 
Maryann Fonkert, Deputy Clerk 
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